Most of the devastating epidemics, and all the six of the recorded pandemics of the last century, some of which spread as far east as Japan or as far west as Europe and America, started from India, and most of these had their origin in religious fairs held in this country (Wu Lien-Teh et al., 1934 It has, however, been described (Scott, 1939) (Dunn, 1927 Investigations in cholera epidemics in Madras Presidency also pointed to a definite degree of protection afforded by anti-cholera inoculation against an attack of the disease (Chandrasekar, 1947) . It was also demonstrated that such immunization of about 50 per cent or more persons in an exposed population substantially reduced chances of an epidemic being subsequently generated in it (Adeseshan et al, 1947) .
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